
SCIENCE + NATURE CAMPS
are one-of-a-kind, five-day/four-night 

adventure opportunities  using the
intersection of science, art, and nature

to explore the world around us. 

OFFERED JULY–AUGUST 
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 

7TH, 8TH AND 9TH GRADE  

Astronomy
Biodiversity
Biomedical Models
Botany/Horticulture
Climate Change
Coding Skills
Energy
Engineering
Evolution
Geology
GIS/Mapping
Illustration 
Lichenology

SUBJECTS

Local Ecosystems
Marine Biology
Marine Mammals
Microbiology
Microscopy & Optics
Orienteering
Regeneration
Sculpture
Shore Birds
Soil Science
Taxonomy
Water Quality

SCIENCE
 NATURE 
CAMPS
Penikese Island 
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Penikese Island Discovery
Explore Every Direct ion

N

OUR COMMITTMENT is to ensure a rewarding 
and fun camp experience where each camper’s 
goals are realized.

GOOD TO KNOW:
• Comprehensive health, safety, and 

emergency protocols are in place
• All staff members are background checked,  

safety-trained and certified
• We maintain 4:1 camper to educator ratio

DISCOVERY BEGINS with on-shore 
introductions to world renowned research 
facilities and staff in Woods Hole followed by a 
boat ride  to the island—an adventure of its own! 

UPON ARRIVAL, campers are quickly 
introduced to island life and the wonders of the 
island’s panoramic views, crystal-clear waters, 
rocky beaches, tide pools, grassy hills, and 
walking trails.

EACH DAY, campers will experience hands-on, 
STEAM-focused science and nature exploration 
and learning led by counselors, artists, guest 
educators, and scientists (many of whom 
are drawn from the world-famous research 
institutions in nearby Woods Hole) who translate 
learning into discovery—and make it FUN!
 
THE CAMP EXPERIENCE  INCLUDES structured 
and unstructured time to engage in the 
arts, physical and mental wellness exercises, 
journaling, and traditional camp activities, like 
games and singing.

CAMP LIFE is a unique experience where 
campers live, along with staff, in a welcoming, 
rustic 19th century-style New England 
farmhouse. Three healthy, kid-friendly, family-
style meals are provided daily. And yes, there 
are chores! A one-room school house serves as a 
multi-purpose educational space.  And of course, 
the entire island is an amazing classroom.

EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC 
OF EXPLORATION, DISCOVERY, 
AND HANDS-ON ADVENTURE 
AT THIS AMAZING 
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

Penikese Island Discovery embraces diversity.  We aim to make our camps 
welcoming and accessible for all, regardless of ethnicity, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, or socioeconomic status. 

565 Woods Hole Rd.  
 P.O. Box 161, Woods Hole, MA 02543

Contact:  welcome@penikese.org   |  www.penikese.org



Penikese Island Discovery
Explore Every Direct ion
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All who explore Penikese Island will experience place-based education that expands scientific literacy, 
inspires curiosity and creativity, and builds appreciation and understanding of the wider world.

Discovery Awaits...

Penikese Island Discovery
P.O. Box 161, Woods Hole, MA 02543

Contact:  welcome@penikese.org  |  www.penikese.org

NATURAL AND HISTORICAL WONDERS ABOUND ON PENIKESE ISLAND
Penikese Island, located about 13 miles off the coast of  Woods Hole at the west end 
of the Elizabeth Island chain in Buzzards Bay, is a pristine 75-acre wildlife sanctuary 
with a storied past.  

Visitors to this remote island experience panoramic 
views of Buzzards Bay, the Atlantic Ocean, and nearby 
islands and landmasses. The island features crystal-
clear waters, rocky beaches, tide pools, grassy hills, 
and walking trails.  It has its own significant geology, 
diverse flora, and unique ecosystems. Day or night, the 
expansive sky is a sight to behold. 

Notably, Penikese Island is home to more than 150 documented species. Bird populations are abundant and include protected species, such as 
raptors and waterfowl.  Rocky beaches and the island’s hilly terrain serve as a critical nesting colony for seabirds while lush eelgrass meadows 
that carpet the shallows provide an important habitat for fish and shellfish. 

Further, Penikese Island has a long and fascinating history,  which includes its use as a Wampanoag hunting and fishing  camp, a school for 
the study of natural history (the precursor to the famed Marine Biological Laboratory), a leper colony, and a school for troubled youth.  Today, 
along with being a wildlife sanctuary, it is where the nonprofit group—Penikese Island Discovery—provides students with nature-based  
STEAM educational programming across multiple disciplines, camp experiences, and other groups with opportunities to experience  the 
wonders of Penikese Island.

THE THE SIGHTS ARE MAGICAL, 
THE SOUNDS CALMING, 

AND THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
DISCOVERY ARE ENDLESS

Owned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 

and managed cooperatively with
 Penikese Island Discovery

Special Interest Groups
Groups, including those 
interested in birding, art, 
and science are invited 
to schedule a day visit 
to experience Penikese 
through their own 
special lens.

School Discovery Days 
Day-long field trips 
tailored to the 
curriculum objectives 
of the teacher.  Cost 
subsidized by donors.

Virtual Discovery Days 
Live, interactive virtual 
field trips are accessible 
to students from any 
geographic location. Cost 
subsidized by donors.

Science + Nature Camps 
Five-day/four-night, 
one-of-a-kind adventure 
opportunities for students 
entering 7th, 8th,   and 9th 
grade. Camps for girls and 
camps for boys are offered.

Human Service 
Organizations 
In-person trips focus on 
immersion in nature and 
wellness.

Schedule Your Adventure Today


